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We are having a tremendous overflow of water in the last few days of 
this early spring.   A combination of record                                       
snows in February and warm weather                                             
combined with rain have succeeded in bringing                                      
our snow pack way down in a very short time.                                       
So we have flooding everywhere.  The rivers                                           
are flooded well beyond their banks, many farm field have magically 
turned into small lakes, some bridges are out and a great many 
culverts have also washed out. There are puddles and mud 
everywhere.  But its just water.  Everyone knows it is just water.  
Conversely, few years ago a big root-ball formed in our sewer pipe 
almost at the end – about a 135 feet out, and suddenly, without 
warning we had an overflow in the basement.  Fortunately we don’t 
store much of anything down there, but there is a new furnace and 
water heater there.  It only got to a depth of about 3 inches, but let me 
tell you, it was some nasty water.  It had a bad dark color to it, and it 
stank something terrible.   2



Both types of water are overflows, but they are very easily                             
distinguishable from one kind to the other!  One kind                                            
flows, is generally clear, and brings with it a hope of the                                       
soon arrival summer.  The other is ugly, smelly, and brings                                      
with it the dread of the arrival of the plumber’s bill in the                                     
mail!  
My son was complaining to me the other day about the                                   
particular work crew he was working with that day. He                                         
told me that they were just crazy. All day, every sentence                                     
out their mouths was cursing or filth.  It had been so hard to bear that he was 
emotionally/psychologically exhausted! By their incredibly coarse language 
and lack of restraint, these men had revealed themselves to be severely damage 
individuals, the bottom-of-the-barrel types. He said that they are just miserable 
people that can’t control their imaginations or their mouths.  Every word out of 
them is a hardcore perversity.  Every sentence made him want to go take a bath!  
His heart broke for these men while at the same time resenting them terribly.  I 
knew exactly what he was talking about!  I’ve been there.  I’ve heard the talk at 
the lunch table.  It was almost 30 years ago, but it was bad then too!  It’s 
unbelievably awful!  I get the sense that it may be even worse now with the 
young.  The F-word is now used as a noun, an adjective, a verb, an adverb, and 
is used in the place of personal pronouns.  It’s become so boring and 
unimaginative!  But its just about the worst word in the language, so it is what 
gets used – endlessly again, and again, by both men and women!  
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Jesus was speaking directly to some of the religious watchdogs of his 
culture.  They thought they were doing God’s work when they judged 
and belittled and threatened and intimidated and                                 
condemned people.  Jesus is of course referring to these                               
men that have just condemned him for healing a man’s                           
hand on the Sabbath day.  After that WONDERFUL                              
miracle - after witnessing the joy of the man who                                  
suddenly had a brand new, re-created, fully-functional                             
hand - those guys had gone off to plot how to murder                           
Jesus!  Now that is just plain evil!  The interesting thing is that they 
thought they were doing the Lord’s work!  They had twisted it all around 
in their minds until they thought they were doing good when they were 
doing the darkest evil!  Scary isn’t it?  I’ve seen this process at work in 
the church, where people have convinced themselves of their own 
rightness in a destructive course of action, or in passing along a tasteless 
bit of gossip.  I’ve actually had people play the “God-told-me” card, or 
“I-feel-led” card on me.  I’ve even honestly told them that I was certain it 
wasn’t God speaking but someone else.  But people convince 
themselves, and with some there is no turning back.   
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Vs. 33 - But then there is this pesky adage used                            
by Jesus.  I think it was probably a saying 
or proverb of his day and He uses it here 
and makes it timeless. All truth is God’s 
truth, so it is perfectly fine for Jesus to 
claim this!  So what this means is that                                

the measure of whether your bold action comes from God, Satan,                     
or yourself, is what happens after you do or say what you’ve                         
“been led” to do or say – right?!  That’s exactly how I read this.                        
If the outcome is destructive, well then, that voice in your head telling you this 
is God’s leading is actually your own, or even demonic influence is a 
possibility.  But the destruction is similar either way.  On the other hand, if the 
voice you follow the prodding of the Spirit of God, then the result will be 
healing, peace, restoration. 
Now, sometimes, even when you follow the voice of the Spirit, people will not 
listen - some people want to maintain a grudge, want to continue to do harm, 
want to keep fighting, are consumed with getting even, have hatred, jealousy, 
envy, bitterness, malice, hostility – and that is when  nothing you can say or 
do will help. You will just make them more angry.  But if your words were 
truthful but kind, loving, careful, wise, and your attitude one of humility -
then it’s on them. Your “fruit” was good, and theirs was rotten!  
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Vs. 30 - There are many Christians that I have known over the years that                              
claim vehemently to be Christ-followers but it seems that they cannot                                      
help themselves do much of anything but do damage to Christ’s church.                                
Through intractable positions they take on unessential doctrines they do                             
damage to the church. Through their weird and warped personalities,                                       
they constantly put people off.  Anyone that does damage to the church                                        
and it’s mission for unessential reasons is a “scatterer”.  The church is                                         
there to prepare its people to go out and “gather” a harvest of souls.  But                                
some people are out there being offensive, counteracting what others are                           
doing in the harvest of souls.  *I definitely ran into that when I was                                       
doing construction for 3 years just before I came here to Clintonville.  I was in my middle 
30’s – my son’s ages, come to think of it – and had been a pastor already in two different 
churches for over 8 yrs.  On the job I was trying to find opportunities to speak to my fellow 
workers about their need for Jesus, but not one of them wanted anything to do with that 
conversation. They did, however, speak to me of others that had come before me who had 
been jerks, crazy, hypocritical, judgmental, incoherent, and had succeeded in totally turning 
them off to anyone who wanted to talk about Jesus!  It was terribly frustrating for me!  I had 
not realized that as I was gathering, there were others who were scattering.  I was picking up 
the stalks of wheat and laying it down in the wagon.  I was making headway in the harvest, 
but these others were picking it up again and throwing it back onto the field!  It wasn’t their 
intention to do that – I understand that – but that is what was happening.  And there seemed 
to have been a lot more of the scatterers on the loose than there were of the gatherers – at 
least in the construction industry!   6



Vs. 34 - Jesus directly addresses the Pharisees – they were a religious sect 
in Israel that had become so influential and numerous that its members 
basically controlled Jewish society in that day. The nation                              
was under the thumb of these pedantic religious zealots!                                
Pedantic is an adjective that describes someone that is                             
obsessed with formalism, who is scrupulously precise,                        
meticulously a perfectionist.  And Jesus calls it as He sees                              
it. They are a great offense to Him!  Of all the sins and                              
sinners that Christ encountered during His 3 ½ years of                           
ministry, this seemed the most offensive to Him!  He turns                              
to them and says that they are incapable of saying and doing good.  They 
also were incapable of recognizing any good when they saw it done or 
heard it said by another!  That’s what He is really getting at!  They could 
not credit Him with a righteous act to save their own souls!   “Out of the 
overflow of a person’s core being (heart) the mouth speaks”.  The criticism 
and hatred that they kept spewing out of their mouths toward Him came 
from their rotten, inconsistent, and hypocritical view of the the Mosaic law, 
as well as the ugly, perpetually suspicious attitudes toward just about 
EVERYONE else, not just Jesus!  They were interested in their own personal 
power and they were using God for it!      
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It’s interesting to me how a person can take the Word                     
of God and just get so far off base with it – adding to                      
it, subtracting from it – it just gets crazy out there!                         
Jesus indicates that there can be something inside a                    
person gets attracted to the repulsive!  Most people                  
should have been repelled by the attitudes these men went 
around society with – their “humble” swagger, their unshakable 
belief in their superior intellect, their arrogant holier-than-thou-
ism, their power plays, their continual taking of offense, their 
judgment, their condescension, their nit-picking – I mean, YUK!  
But they got away with it!  People got used to it! But it was ugly, 
it was all wrong, and it would ultimately be used, manipulated, 
leveraged by God Himself to hang His beloved Son on a 
monstrously sadistic Roman cross so that He could bear enough 
punishment upon His stricken body that He could eradicate the 
sins and transgression of a whole world if called upon to do so!  
God turned epic human evil against itself, using it to accomplish 
something infinitely good!  8



Vs. 36 – Jesus ends up His critique with this                                                   
warning – this caution to His enemies/detractors.                                            
You will be judged for what you say, because                                                     
what you say reflects on who you are.  One’s                                                    
words provide a virtual window into one’s soul!                                                 
So they matter!  That is why we should always                                                      
be careful what we say, how we say it, why we say it, and even when we say it!  

[James 3:6,7]   
We are warned – every one of us!  So we keep a close watch on our attitude, we 
watch our tongue, we pray for self-control and desire more than anything in the 
world to cooperate with God’s Spirit in exercising discipline over the will God 
gave us to make good decisions over our choice of words, the attitude we use 
them them with, our motive in saying it, and the timing of saying it!  Choice of 
words, attitude, motive, and timing are essential ingredients to following Jesus! 
He makes that clear here!  You cannot say you are a Christ-follower and spew 
words that are divisive, malicious, untrue.  Those kind of words will only 
expose the truth about whether an avowed Christian is actually a Christ-
followers or posers, fake or real, wheat or weeds, sheep or wolves among the 
sheep, good fruit or bad fruit!  Words are our overflow, and a person can always 
tell who we are by the look and smell of our “overflow”!
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